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FOUNDED in 1912, The Book Club of California is a non-profit association of book- 
lovers and collectors who have a special interest in Pacific Coast history, literature, 
and fine printing. Its chief aims are to further the interests of book collectors and 
to promote an understanding and appreciation of fine books. 

The Club is limited to eight hundred members. When vacancies exist membership 
is open to all who are in sympathy with its aims and whose applications are approved 
by the Board of Directors. Regular Membership involves no responsibilities beyond 
payment of the annual dues. Dues date from the month of the member’s election. 
Regular membership is $15.00; Sustaining, $25.00; Patron, $100.00. 

Members receive the Quarterly News-Letter and all parts of the current Keepsake 
series, Early California Mail Bag. They have the privilege, but not the obligation, of 
buying the Club publications which are limited, as a rule, to one copy per member. 
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The Redpath Press at McGill University 
by Richard Pennington 


MONG typophiles it should be no more necessary to give a 
reason for starting a private press than for consorting 
with an attractive woman. But as regards the Redpath 

Press at McGill University the pursuit of pleasure was sullied, I 
must confess, by a utilitarian aim—the teaching of bibliography 
to students in the University Library School. This was done on 
the principle that the basis of librarianship is bibliography and 
the basis of bibliography is printing. ‘This seems obvious to the 
layman, but is heterodoxy to the professional library schools, 
where ‘library science’ is still an instruction in office techniques 
and has little scientific about it. 

The Press owed much, immediately, to Mr. William Colgate 
of ‘Toronto who had already given the University Library a 
collection of books on printing—which includes the 1683 edition 
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of Moxon and the Manuele Tipografico of Bodoni as well as the 
Vatican type specimen of 1628—and who found the handpress 
with which we started, a Hoe ‘Washington’ of about 1850. But 
if origins are to be sought, four generations of book collecting in 
the printer’s family have probably had their influence. And there 
was an interview with Stanley Morison in the old Monotype 
building in Fetter Lane, London in 1931, which helped, and a 
most inspiring meeting in 1936 with Wilfred Meynell, whose 
parental influence—and he himself claimed it—is to be seen in 
the work of his son Sir Francis Meynell of Nonesuch Press fame. 

Under such invisible auspices and with a copy of Moxon’s 
Meckanick Exercises open at Chapter 24 the Redpath Press began 
in May 1957; and with the Double Royal ‘Washington,’ with a 
California case of Perpetua, and a great deal of inexperience 
some printing was produced which rivals in crudity the Dutch 
work of the days before Gutenberg. But the Washington, the 
largest size ever made, was designed for printing country news- 
papers, and it proved unsuitable for small book work. By what 
was therefore a most happy chance, an old ‘Columbian’ was 
found in a London basement in August 1957. It was shipped to 
Montreal, and when assembled proved to be the earliest model 
of Clymer’s machine, with the bar still hinged to the far side of 
the staple. In adjusting the platen a slight alteration was made 
which apparently the old printers had not thought of: the adjust- 
ing screws in the four corners of the platen-plate were fitted with 
coiled springs under their heads so that any imperfection in the 
parallel relationship between platen and forme would auto- 
matically correct itself. 

With this acquisition the Press comprised a Columbian, an 
Albion, and a Washington; and we began to resemble a corner 
of Mr. Ford’s museum at Dearborn. (The Albion, by the way, 
was an historic monument rather than a working machine: it 
was the press that Bishop Hordern had taken up to Moose Fort 
with him in 1854 when he decided to print the Gospels in Cree 
for the benefit or bewilderment of the Cree Indians.) What we 
lacked, and Mr. Ford too, was a Stanhope; and by as lucky a 
chance as that of the year before a Stanhope was discovered in 
London, in—delightful co-incidence of names— Moxon Street off 
the Marylebone High Street. It had belonged to James Guthrie 
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of the Pear Tree Press, and had later been used by Mr. Boivie of 
the Caravel Press. I fear that chance has now been overworked 
and is unlikely ever to lead my steps astray to a wooden press. 
But these four metal presses are historically the important ones; 
and we must be content. 

One aim of the Redpath Press has been to reproduce as closely 
as possible the conditions of the printing office of two hundred 
years ago; and towards this end the Cambridge University Press 
most generously helped by presenting a long compositor’s frame 
and cases from its old Composing Room now modernized. In 
time we hope to replace our ink rollers with balls, to get back to 
the old lay of the cases, and, with some help from the Paper 
Research Institute we should like to try our hand at paper- 
making, since the whole of this North American Continent 
appears presently unable to produce a scrap of hand-made paper. 

Such conscious archaism is not as fanciful as it sounds. (After 
all, it has been done at Harvard and Yale; by Davis at Oxford, 
and by Philip Gaskell at Cambridge.) In such a workshop, with 
such primitive instruments, were printed nearly all the books 
that a University librarian has to study, the volumes that librarians 
have to gather, preserve, arrange, and make accessible. At least 
a part of the librarian’s instruction should be how the product he 
handles was produced. Training in scholarly librarianship—as 
in some other kinds of scholarship—should begin in the printing 
house. 

The usual mistake of course was made of starting with too 
many type faces in too small quantities instead of concentrating 
on one face. There was Perpetua in 12 pt and 14 pt, with Titling 
in 14 pt and 24 pt; an ATF Garamond Light—a rather fine face 
—in 14 pt with three sizes of ‘Titling; 12 pt and 14 pt Bembo 
Italic; and some Caslon in 12 pt and 22 pt and some 24 pt 
Ancient Black from Stephenson & Blake. Another mistake was 
failing to notice that the Perpetua that came with the press was 
foundry type, ordering some of the Monotype version, mixing 
them in the case, and then discovering when a pamphlet had 
been printed that the two Perpetuas were microscopically but 
noticeably different. Another error was to set up some French 
documents only to find that the supply of accented letters ran 
out, that the letter proportions in the English founts did not suit 
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French prose, and that some letters were exhausted before all 
the pages of a forme were composed. 

Seven years used to be required of the printing apprentice, 
and he must have needed all of them. Possibly, in seven years, 
the Redpath Press may produce something that does not have 
only the charm of immaturity; but it will depend upon whether 
the number of Sundays in the month can be increased; for a 
printer who has to run a university library and lecture in a library 
school and do some publishing for the university can toy with a 
Stanhope or a Columbian only on the sabbath. The sabbatical 
harvest has so far been a meagre one: Notes for library school 
graduates; an unpublished letter of Prosper Mérimée on the 
French workman; Historical notes on the Church of St. Mary 
the Virgin, Radnage (a touch of Anglo-Catholicism is in the 
Updike tradition); a folder celebrating the golden wedding 
anniversary of a French cabinet minister; a small volume of 
unpublished verse by a Canadian writer; and some unpublished 
letters and verses by R. M. Rilke. No bag of such modest size 
could be more mixed. 

And viewing this sabbath production, I cannot help remember- 
ing that there is a good precedent for what may be a better 
policy of working six days a week and resting on the seventh. 


The Publications of the Westgate Press, 1929-32 
A CHECK LIST FOR COLLECTORS by J. Terry Bender 

WITH A PROLOGUE AND AN EPILOGUE by Oscar Lewis 

(the former written especially for this list, the latter written in 1955) 


HOW NOT TO BE A PUBLISHER 
T’s BEEN all of thirty years since Bob Grabhorn and I went into the 
publishing business. We still can’t figure out why. It’s not likely we 
were looking for fame or fortune and it certainly wasn’t because we had 
nothing else to do; we were both holding down what then passed for 
full-time jobs—a mere 12 to 14 hours a day. The thing just crept up on us 
unawares and by the time we realized what we'd got ourselves into it was 
already too late. 
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Getting into the business was easy; it was when we tried to get out again 
that we ran into trouble. We'd been told that if you want to be a publisher 
you've got to have authors to publish. That sounded reasonable, so as a 
starter we printed up some impressive looking letterheads and wrote a dozen 
writers, picking out the most eminent names we could think of and telling 
them wed like to have them on our list. In our more optimistic moments 
we thought we might hear from two or three. We were pleased—but a bit 
startled—when every last one of them not only answered but said he'd be 
happy to let us have a book. 

So for the next couple of months we spent all our spare time—plus that 
of whatever friends we could talk into helping —producing and promoting 
and selling the first four titles in the Westgate Signed Editions and getting 
ready to bring out the other evght. For a time everything went well. In fact, 
we were presently riding so high that when one of our New York com- 
petitors, Bennett Cerf, wrote suggesting that he take over the distribution 
of our product we turned him down cold. We weren't going to let any of 
those canny New Yorkers horn in on our bonanza. 

It was all good clean fun while it lasted, only it didn’t last long. The 
year, mind you, was 1929, and in’29 people were saying you could sell 
anything provided only that you fixed the price high enough. We gave that 
theory a trial and it worked like a charm. It wasn’t long until the cus- 
tomers were all but blocking the sidewalk in front of 510 Pine, all anxious 
to pay $7.50 for one of our handsome 24-page brochures. Then came 
October 29—and within a few hours traffic on Pine Street was back to 
normal. Our mail, however, continued heavy for some time longer, but in 
place of orders and checks we were then getting only cancellations. 

We kept on for quite a while longer, not because we wanted to but 
because we couldn’t quit. One complication was that some of our customers 
had paid in advance for certain later titles in the series and when these 
didn’t show up on schedule we began to get inquiries. That led to some 
spirited one-way correspondence, much of which went on for months. But 
even the diehards finally quit writing and we found ourselves safely out of 
the publishing business. —O. L. 
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Introductory éNote 


HIS IS in no sense a full-dress bibliography. All of the Westgate books 
were printed at the Grabhorn Press and are described by David Magee 
| in the first volume of his Grabhorn bibliography. The list has been 
ere on the occasion of an exhibition of the Westgate Publications at the 
rooms of ‘The Book Club of California, May 23 to July 22, 1960. It is intended 
literally as a check list for collectors. 





The productions of the extraordinary publishing venture launched by Oscar 
Lewis, Editor— Author, and Robert A. Grabhorn, Typographer — Printer, 
extend, in toto, to eight books, two catalogues, and six individual book an- 
nouncements. (There may also exist individual announcements for Nearer The 
Grass Roots and Marriage Today and Tomorrow, but the list is restricted to what 
the compiler has actually seen.) This group of sixteen items constitutes a com- 
plete and closed series of Grabhorn books and ephemera that can be assembled 
today by any collector of modest means. The books present a wedding of 
significant texts with an individual, attractive, and yet highly readable typo- 
graphical design. Included are a number of first editions. 

The following information should enable anyone to identify the books without 
having the Grabhorn bibliography at hand. In two instances I have indicated 
disagreement with the bibliography, but am, nevertheless, deeply grateful for 
the information compiled there by David Magee. All of the books were printed 
in San Francisco at the Grabhorn Press and bear the imprint of the Westgate 
Press on the title page. A complete title and author statement is given in the 
form in which it appears on the title page, followed by other pertinent infor- 
mation, a short collation (solely an indication of the length of the text), a 
binding statement, and a number assigned by David Magee’s Bibliography of 
The Grabhorn Press (1940). All of the books are octavos. The eight minor pieces 
were also printed by the Grabhorns. 

The idea for both the exhibition and the list was conceived by Albert 
Sperisen. He has arranged the exhibition and supplied much information for 
the list. Robert Grabhorn, Albert Sperisen, and your compiler all think the list 
is complete as it stands. oebee be 


“Books 


AMERICAN TASTE, by Lewis Mumford. 1929. Limited to 500 numbered 
copies each signed by the author. 34 pages. Red boards decorated in black 
and gold with a black cloth spine. (Copies bound in orange have been re- 
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ported.) Issued in a white paper dust jacket which repeats the binding design 
in black. The first catalogue of the press states that the book was to be pub- 
lished June 1, 1929. G. B. 115. 


NEARER THE GRASS ROOTS, by Sherwood Anderson, and by the same 
author, an account of a journey—Elizabethton. 1929. Limited to 500 numbered 
copies each signed by the author. Three wood-cuts by John Ira Gannon. 
35 pages. Green patterned boards with a black cloth spine. The first catalogue 
of the press states that the book was to be published July first. G. B. 122. 


MARRIAGE TODAY AND TOMORROW, by Havelock Ellis. December, 
1929. Limited to 500 numbered copies each signed by the author. 30 pages. 
Orange boards decorated in gold with a black cloth spine. (Copies in red 
boards have been reported.) Issued in a white paper dust jacket which repeats 
the binding design in black. Gy B28: 


HEARN AND HIS BIOGRAPHERS, THE RECORD OF A LITERARY 
CONTROVERSY, by Oscar Lewis, “‘together with a group of letters from 
Lafcadio Hearn to Joseph Tunison now first published.” 1930. Limited to 
350 copies. Illustrated with facsimiles of a photograph, two leaflets, and three 
letters. 111 pages. There were two bindings. The first of gray patterned boards 
with a spine of blue and tan figured silk bearing a gray paper label printed 
in black. This was issued in a Japanese folding slipcase of green boards. In 
the second binding the boards were the same with a black cloth spine bearing 
the same label. 'This was issued without slipcase. The colophon states that the 
book was printed in May and the announcement states that the book was to be 
ready June 1. G. B. 133. 


STREET HAUNTING, by Virginia Woolf. 1930. Limited to 500 numbered 
copies each signed by the author. 40 pages. Gray-green patterned boards with 
a green leather spine. (While the Grabhorn bibliography states—“‘Bound in 
gray boards designed in blue and gold; blue leather back; ...” the binding on 
the Stanford copy which I have examined is clearly green.) The statement of 
limitation which precedes the title page in the book states that the printing 
was done in May of 1930. The announcement for the book, however, states— 
“In September, 1930 we will publish ...”. It is presumed by the printer and 
his partner that the book is in error, and that the printing was actually done 
in August or September. As Hearn and His Biographers was being printed in May 
they think it virtually impossible that this book was going forward at the same 
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time. David Magee has used the May date taken from the book. In this instance 
the Grabhorn bibliography is in error, though only through trusting the book 
itself. GS Baise 


FRANK NORRIS OF “THE WAVE,” STORIES & SKETCHES FROM 
THE SAN FRANCISCO WEEKLY, 1893 to 1897. Foreword by Charles 
G. Norris. Introduction by Oscar Lewis. 1931. Limited to 500 copies. Five 
drawings by Frank Norris are reproduced in the text. 250 pages. Yellow pat- 
terned boards with a terra-cotta cloth spine bearing a yellow paper label. 
Issued in a yellow paper dust jacket lettered and decorated in red. The printing 
was done in February of 1931. G. B. 148. 


LAST ADVENTURE, SAN FRANCISCO IN 1851. “Translated from the 
original journal of Albert Bernard de Russailh by Clarkson Crane.” 1931. 
Limited to 475 copies. Illustrated with facsimiles of seven contemporary litho- 
graphs on folded blue paper and one facsimile pamphlet. xviii and 95 pages. 
Marbled paper boards with a green suede spine bearing an orange leather 
label. The printing was done in May of 1931. G. B. 150. 


A LYTELL GESTE OF ROBYN HODE AND HIS MEINY. “Reprinted 
from the edition edited by John Mathew Gutch following the Wynken de 
Worde and William Copland texts, .. .” 1932. Limited to 280 copies, of which 
25 were specially printed for Herbert Lionel Rothchild. The colored illustra- 
tions are by Valenti Angelo. 102 pages. Yellow patterned boards with a red 
niger spine. Various later bindings were used. The colophon states that the 
printing was done in the Winter of 1931. G. B. 157. 

Mr. Magee at the end of his description of Last Adventure in the Grabhorn 
bibliography (No. 150 on page 86) states—‘‘The last book to be published 
and sold by the Westgate Press.’? He has qualified this with another statement 
under his description of the first Westgate book, American Taste (No. 115 on 
page 66) “‘. . . this business soon suffered reverses and died, appropriately 
enough, with the publication of Last Adventure. Actually, the final book to bear 
the Westgate Press imprint was Robyn Hode, issued late in 1931; but by this 
time the firm had been dissolved, and the sale of the book was handled by the 
Grabhorn Press.”? Exception is here taken to this statement. The existence of a 
separate printed announcement for A Lytell Geste of Robyn Hode ... with an 
enclosed return order card which states—‘“‘The Westgate Press, 110 Sutter 
Street’’—would seem to indicate that the Westgate Press was still functioning 
and distributing its own books from its own offices at the time this book ap- 
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peared, which was probably early 1932. If accepted this premise extends the 
life of the Westgate Press from 1931 into 1932, and makes the last book of the 
press A Lytell Geste of Robyn Hode and His Meiny. Though pressed for an account, 
neither of the partners will admit to remembering the details of this situation. 
Bibliography, like Swiss cheese, is, after all, made more interesting by the holes. 


eWMiainor Pieces 


ANNOUNCING THE WESTGATE SIGNED EDITIONS. Undated but 
undoubtedly printed before June 1, 1929. 8 pages unsewn without wrappers. 
This is the first press catalogue and announces six books, three* of which were 
never published by the press— 

American Taste, by Lewis Mumford. 

Nearer The Grass Roots, by Sherwood Anderson. 

*Winter Wheat, by Wilbur Daniel Steele. 

Marriage Today and Tomorrow, by Havelock Ellis. 

*An Irritating Archangel, by Thomas Beer. 

*The Gargoyle, by Frank Swinnerton. 


PUBLISHING AND GEOGRAPHY. 1930. 16 pages stapled without wrap- 
pers. This is the second press catalogue. It reviews the five books already 
published by the press and announces six forthcoming books, five* of which 
were never published by the press— 

Frank Norris of ‘‘ The Wave.” 

*The Letiers of George Sterling to Ambrose Bierce. 

*T he Handbook of the Private Press. 

*Virginia City. 

*The Grim Four. 

“A Lost Manuscript. 


SEPARATE ANNOUNCEMENTS for six of the books have been examined 
by the compiler. Each is four pages in length and reflects the size and typo- 
graphical design of the book—American Taste. 

Street Haunting. 

Hearn and His Biographers. 

Frank Norris of “The Wave.” 

Last Adventure. 

A Lytell Geste of Robyn Hode and Mis Meiny. 


NB: Both of the press catalogues were written by Oscar Lewis. It 1s probable that 
Mr. Lewis also wrote most of the book announcements. 
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THE BALLADE OF THE 
TEN-GALLON DIVIDEND 


Tonight in the interest of science and truth 
We'll uncover a chapter of Bob’s early youth— 
Flow a long time ago, when but twenty and three 
He was stung in the pants by the publishing bee, 
And so with a partner as green as himself 
He made himself ready to rake in the pelf. 
And the Knopfs and the Cerfs, Oh Boy were they jealous 
To see the new frm printing V. Woolf and H. Ellis— 
But as fast as the money flowed into their till 
It flowed out to the printer and profits were nil, 
Till at last after years of back-breaking toil 
Bob’s slow-rising temper flared up in a boil 
So he took down the phone and in a dry-throated shriek 
Called the ‘‘unltsted’’ number of Tony the Greek 
And ordered so much of Tony’s best gin 
That to pay for it done their great publishing house in. 


MORAL: 
Tf you must drink “or publish’? the wise men have said, 
Get it over with before you get middle-aged spread. 


OLAS* 


*These initials stand for ““Oscar Lewis—Albert Sperisen.”” This piece was written 
by Oscar Lewis for Robert Arlie Grabhorn’s birthday in 1955, and it was printed 
in the form of a keepsake broadsheet for a party on that occasion by Albert Sperisen 


at his Toyon Press. Now reprinted with nobody’s permission.—J. T. B. 


Addendum: Sometime in the mid 1940's the late Alfred Kennedy received the permission 
of Messrs. Grabhorn and Lewis to utilize the name, ‘‘Westgate Press,” as an imprint for 
his own publications. These are totally unrelated to and have no connection with the 


original Westgate Press which finished its career in 1932. 
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President’s Message 


AM pleased to report that the past year has been a successful 

one for the Club, and I take this opportunity of thanking 

the Board of Directors and the membership in general who 
have contributed to this happy state of affairs. 

The appeal to members to change their subscriptions from the 
regular dues of $15.00 to $25.00 (Sustaining) or $100.00 (Patron) 
has met with gratifying results. At this writing some 84 members 
have expressed their willingness to become ‘Sustainers’ and 5 to 
become ‘Patrons.’ This is a good beginning, but only a beginning. 
The expenses of running a nonprofit organization in this day of 
mounting costs are heavy, and it is more than likely that the 
Club will have to move to larger quarters in the near future. 
This will involve a higher rent, to say nothing of the cost of mov- 
ing to and furnishing new rooms. ‘Io meet these expenditures we 
need the help of all members. Will those of you who have not 
already signified your intention of changing membership status 
please consider doing so now. The additional income thus ac- 
crued must inevitably lead to a better and more efficient Book 
Club of California. And, after all, this is what we all aim for. An 
extra ten dollars is less than a dollar a month. Surely most of us 
can stretch our purses to this extent. And may I again remind you 
that all Club dues are deductible for income tax purposes. 

It is with deep regret that I inform you of the retirement of our 
valued friend and secretary, Mrs. Elizabeth Downs. Mrs. Downs 
has served the Club faithfully and well for the past fourteen years. 
She has seen it through those troublesome years just after the 
War, when the Club was at a low point in its career, and watched 
and helped it grow to its present healthy state. She will be sadly 
missed. I know I speak for the entire membership in wishing her 
a happy and long-lived retirement. 

The Club has been most fortunate in obtaining the services of 
Robert Bell to take Mrs. Downs’ place as Executive Secretary. 
Mr. Bell, a graduate of Birmingham-Southern College (Alabama) 
and Harvard, has been for the past five years Assistant Librarian 
at the Fort Worth Public Library in Texas. He comes to us with 
a wealth of experience in administration, and, just as important, 
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a great love of books. I would say that Fort Worth Public 
Library’s loss is ‘(he Book Club of California’s gain. 

For some time now a committee under the chairmanship of 
J. Terry Bender has been working on a plan to enlarge the 
Quarterly News-Letter considerably and curtail the annual Keep- 
sakes. A detailed analysis of this plan by Chairman Bender will 
be found in this issue. If you have views on the subject, pro or 
con, please write and tell us about them. 

Again, my thanks to all members for their generous support 
of the Club in 1959, and thanks in advance for what I hope will 
prove an interesting and beneficial year to come. 

—Davip MaGEE 


List of Patron and Sustaining Members 


THE FOLLOWING is a list of those persons and institutions who have changed their 
membership status in response to the President’s letter of March 15. These two 
changes in classification are: Patron Memberships, $100.00 a year, and Sus- 
taining Memberships, $25.00 a year. 


Patron Members 

New York, N.Y. 
Belvedere 

San Francisco 
San Francisco 
New York, N.Y. 


Mr. JACKSON BURKE 

Mrs. Ricuarp Y. DAKIN 
Mrs. Sipney M. ERMAN 
Mr. CARROL 'T. HARRIS 
Mr. Norman H. STROUSE 


Sustaining Members 


Miss Dorotuy ABBE 

Mr. RicHARD E. ABEL 
Mrs. ELEANOR F. ANDERSON 
Mr. Putri H. ANGELL 

Mr. RosBerT BARKER 

Mr. FREDERICK W. BEINECKE 
Mrs. FRANK H. BENNETT 
Mr. PAu BIssINGER 

Mr. Rosert N. Biocu 

Mr. Henry M. Bowes 
Mr. JosEPH BRANSTEN 

Mr. JAMES R. BREHM 

Mr. EuGENE BurRDICK 

Mr. E. L. BUTTNER 

Mr. WitiiAM W. CLARY 
Miss Epiru M. CouLTER 
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Hingham, Mass. 
Portland, Ore. 
Atherton 

San Francisco 
Placerville 

New York, N.Y. 
Palm Springs 
San Francisco 
San Francisco 
San Francisco 
San Francisco 
Pasadena 
Berkeley 
Oakland 

Los Angeles 
Berkeley 
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Mr. E. Morris Cox 

Miss Anita M. CRELLIN 
Mrs. ARTHUR D. CURTNER 
Mr. JAmes R. DALZIEL 
Mr. R. R. DELAREUVELLE 
Mr. ArTHUR C. DEVLIN 
Mr. Dewey DOoNNELL 

Mr. GAYLORD DONNELLEY 
Mr. Harotp L. DooLitTLe 
Mr. T. G. DouGcLas 

Mr. CHARLES DREIFUS 

Mr. DonALD EHRMAN 

Mr. JAMEs W. ELLIoTT 
Mrs. Lucia v. B. ENGEL 
Dr. KenneEtTH D. GARDNER 
Mrs. FRANK GERBODE 
Mrs. ELEANOR L. GoOoDING 
Jupce Louis E. GoopMAN 
Mr. Rosert D. HaAInes 
Mr. & Mrs. E. M. HAMILTON 
Mr. Grecory A. HARRISON 
Mr. MIcHAEL HARRISON 
Mr. JAmMeEs D. Hart 

Mrs. CLIFFORD HEIMBUCHER 
Mr. EpwArD HERRILL 
Mr. H. G. HIts 

Mr. Haroitp C. HoLmes 
Mr. L. A. Hopxins 

Dr. GeorGE N. Hosrorp 
Mr. WARREN R. HOWELL 
Mrs. WARREN R. HOWELL 
Mrs. S. T. Hoyt 

Miss MARIETTE HUMPHREYS 
Mr. W. B. JEFFERSON 

Mrs. GERALD D. KENNEDY 
Mr. DANIEL E. KosHLAND 
Mr. L. W. Lang, JR. 

Mr. Hans LENz 

Mrs. JoHn L. LILIENTHAL 
Mr. H. E. LINDEN 

Mr. LAWRENCE LIVINGSTON 
Mr. DAvip MAGEE 

Mr. Witu1AM M. MAxFIELD 
Mr. J. C. MoTHERAL 

Dr. Donovan J. McCune 
Dr. EARL F, NATION 

Mr. Henry D. NicHOoLs 
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San Francisco 
Dutch Flat 
San Jose 

San Francisco 
Walnut Creek 
Sacramento 
Sonoma 
Chicago, II. 
Pasadena 

La Canada 
San Francisco 
Palo Alto 

San Francisco 


Albuquerque, N.M. 


San Francisco 
San Francisco 
Santa Paula 
San Francisco 
San Francisco 
Atherton 

San Francisco 
Sacramento 
Berkeley 
Berkeley 

San Francisco 
San Francisco 
Oakland 

San Francisco 
San Francisco 
San Francisco 
San Francisco 


Honolulu, Hawaii 


San Francisco 
San Mateo 
Stockton 

San Francisco 
Menlo Park 


Mexico D.F., Mexico 


San Francisco 
Los Angeles 
San Francisco 
San Francisco 
San Francisco 
San Francisco 
Vallejo 
Pasadena 
Piedmont 


The Book Club of California 


Mr. Duncan H. OLMstTEpD 

Dr. FRANK H. PIERCE 

Dr. ArTHUR L. ROGERS 

Mr. WituiaM M. RotTH 

Mr. Aucust W. SCHATRA 

Mr. & Mrs. FRANK SCHWABACHER 

Dr. ALBERT SHUMATE 

Mr. Rocer Brxspy SMITH 

Mrs. EpGAR SINTON 

Dr. Harvey E. STARR 

Mr. THomas W. STREETER 

Mrs. ALFRED B. SWINERTON 

Mr. F. F. THomas, JR. 

Mr. ArtTHUR W. ‘TOWNE 

Mr. JoHN TUTEUR 

Mr. Epwin J. WALTER 

Mr. RosBertT WASHBISH 

Mr. JoHn R. WATSON 

Mr. F. A. WEstT 

Mrs. PauL WoRMSER 

Mr. HaroLtp ZELLERBACH 

RicHARD GLEESON LIBRARY— 
UNIVERSITY OF SAN FRANCISCO 


Elected to Membership 


The following have been elected to membership since the Spring issue of the News-Letter: 


Member Address 
Eugene Burdick Berkeley 
Meiric K. Dutton Honolulu, Hawaii 
Paul Jacobs San Francisco 


James E. Kent 

Paul Mellon 

Atherton M. Phleger 

Mr. & Mrs. Carroll T. Roush 
Mr. & Mrs. Peter F. Sloss 


Atherton 


Public Library of South 


Australia 


San Francisco 
Upperville, Va. 
San Francisco 


San Francisco 


Adelaide, So. Austr. 


Petaluma 
Berkeley 
Portland, Ore. 
San Francisco 
San Marino 
Hillsborough 
San Francisco 
Pasadena 
Hillsborough 
Los Angeles 
Morristown, N.J. 
Woodside 
Berkeley 

San Francisco 
San Francisco 
New York, N.Y. 
San Francisco 
Stockton 
Stockton 

La Jolla 


San Francisco 


San Francisco 


Sponsor 
Joseph Bransten 
Mrs. Alfred L. Castle 
Joseph Bransten 
Robert W. Garrett 
Warren R. Howell 
Gregory A. Harrison 
William P. Wreden 
Martin S. Mitau 


Muir Dawson 


Report of the Committee on the Future of 
the News-Letter and the Keepsakes 


IN FEBRUARY, the president on the advice of the Book Club’s Board of Directors 
appointed a committee to consider the future of the Club’s Quarterly News- 
Letter and annual Keepsake series. ‘The Committee, chaired by J. Terry Bender, 
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consists of George Gavin, Lewis Allen, Donald Fleming, David Magee (ex 
officio) and Robert Bell as secretary. The Committee met twice in February 
and March, and a unanimous report was rendered by the chairman at the April 
meeting of the Board of Directors. A summary of that report is here presented 
to the Club’s membership: 

The Committee is aware of a current need for a major journal related to 

all aspects of the creation, production, distribution, collection, examina- 

tion and preservation of books. In other words, such a journal would 

concern itself with bibliography, bibliophily, and the graphic arts with 

special emphasis on West Coast activities in these special areas. Be- 

cause the West Coast is a major center for fine book production as well 

as an area where major libraries, book sellers and private collectors 

are concentrated, the Committee feels that such a publication should 

emanate from California. 

On this basis your Committee strongly recommends that in 1962, 
which is the earliest date consistent with present commitments, the 
nature and format of the Quarterly News-Letter be changed in such a 
way that it may become just such a major journal with the importance 
and prestige of The Book Collector, The Dolphin, Colophon or Fleuron. 

The Committee has determined that such a journal would be finan- 
cially feasible if the quality and character of the Club’s traditional 
annual Keepsake series were incorporated into the new publication, 
instead of maintaining the Keepsakes as separate physical entities. 
The new journal would be similar in content to the current News- 
Letter only more extensive in scope, additional articles included to 
cover the nature of the material now contained in the Keepsakes. 
For example, instead of twelve folders on early California sheet 
music covers, clipper cards, or menus, there would be articles on 
similar subjects written by similar authorities, with illustrations made 
possible by the new format. In this way, the usual twelve specific 
examples of early California ephemera would be telescoped into an 
article that would perhaps more succinctly summarize their archival 
importance and suggest their role in the state’s historical and graphical 
development. 

The second consideration for this proposed amalgamation is the 
rising costs of printing and postage. When the Keepsakes were 
originated the case was different; members were sent a folder a month 
or, in the case of a booklet, one every two months. Today, the booklets 
are too costly to consider at all, and the postage and labor involved 
with a larger membership make monthly mailings impractical. Mem- 
bers this year have received six folders at one time, and the question 
arose from seeing six title pages all together: why not one article that 
would include all the folder material along with two or three repre- 
sentative illustrations? Then incorporation into the News-Letter was 
suggested, and the idea was forwarded of a deluxe joint publication 
of some fifty or sixty pages printed by The Grabhorn Press and 
issued three times a year. 
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Because of these questions and suggestions a committee was ap- 
pointed to consider the possibilities of such a change. The Committee 
believes that there are implications for a single publication of more 
lasting value to the members than they have received in the past and 
that such a change would enable The Book Club of California to 
perform a very substantial service to the community of books. 

The above report was received by the Club’s directors as a progress report, 
and the Committee was instructed to continue its study of the details of ways, 
means, and organization for such a possible project. The directors have asked 
for a further report in the Fall, but have suggested that this interim report be 
submitted to the full membership through the pages of the News-Letter. Your 
response to this idea—approval or disapproval, suggestions or reservations— 
is earnestly invited. 

Respectfully submitted, 
J. TERRY BENDER, Chairman 


SPring Publication 


Mrs. FREMONT wrote: ““There are some years of our lives that compare with 
the others as our October days do with those of the rest of the year.” This 
statement may also apply to books, and The Plantin Press edition of Jessie 
Benton Fremont’s A Year of American Travel is such a book. 

A limited number of copies are still available of this account of Mrs. Fremont’s 
visit to California in 1849-50. This handsome volume, designed and printed 
at The Plantin Press in Los Angeles, is a highly desirable addition to collections 
of Western Americana. Its unusual engravings by California artist, Ernest Freed, 
combine modern art symbolism with an ancient engraving technique, the 
fifteenth century maniére criblée, or ‘‘dotted print.’ The excellent introduction 
by Patrice Manahan, editor of Westways, has received many compliments for 
its careful research and appreciation of this interesting woman of the early West. 

The price is $12.50 (plus 4% sales tax to California residents). 


Annual Meeting 


THE ANNUAL MEETING of The Book Club of California was held Tuesday noon, 
March 8, 1960, in the Club Rooms. David Magee was re-elected president; 
Oscar Lewis, vice-president; and Joseph Bransten, treasurer. George L. 
Harding, president of the Book Club from 1950 through 1952, was welcomed 
back on the Board of Directors to succeed James D. Hart, whose six-year term 
as director has expired. Dr. Hart was extended a vote of appreciation for his 
service to the Club as a president, director and chairman of the publications 
committee. 

Reports covering the year’s activities in membership, publications, library 
acquisitions, and exhibits were given by the committee chairmen, and dis- 
cussion followed. Both the president and the treasurer’s reports concluded that 
the Book Club had had a profitable and progressive year, and the president 
expressed his appreciation to officers, directors, and members for their support. 
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Fall Publication 


Our FALL BOOK will be another contribution to Western history, a hitherto 
unpublished manuscript entitled A Trip to the Gold Mines of California, 1848. 
The author was John A. Swan, an English sailor who settled at Monterey 
several years before John Marshall’s momentous discovery in the tailrace of 
Sutter’s Mill at Coloma. Swan’s viewpoint is decidedly that of the pick-and- 
shovel miner, and he presents a vivid and down-to-earth picture of the cama- 
raderie in the diggings during the few months when the mines were the almost 
exclusive possession of California residents. 

As Hubert Howe Bancroft has pointed out, life in the mines during 1848 was 
an entirely different thing from what it was during 1849, after the news of gold 
had brought thousands of Argonauts swarming to the Sierra foothills. Swan’s 
account, while brief, captures much of the wondrous excitement which gripped 
the first miners. The book will also serve to introduce to a wider audience one 
of California’s least known but most colorful writers. In his later years Swan 
prepared a number of sketches of pioneer life in California. Many of these were 
published in newspapers of the day, and there they have lain forgotten for 
three-quarters of a century. Bancroft paid tribute to the merit of Swan’s work, 
and perhaps A Trip to the Gold Mines will serve to bring him much more to the 
notice of those who would capture the spirit of “‘old California.” 

A Trip to the Gold Mines of California will be printed by Taylor & Taylor and 
will be ready in early Fall. 


Serendipity 


Printinc from movable type, the supreme achievement of the Renaissance, 
was given to western man fully developed and almost technically perfect in 
the form of the Gutenberg Bzbdle. It is indeed remarkable that it continues to be 
referred to as the “greatest book in the world.’’ Now, about 500 years later, 
Pageant Books of Paterson, New Jersey, is issuing a facsimile edition presented 
in its original size with the illuminations reproduced in full color and gold. 
The edition is limited to 1000 copies, each of the two volumes containing about 
650 pages of especially made all-rag paper. The 93 illuminated pages are being 
done by a five-color process, sheet-fed gravure, to assure true reproduction of 
the many subtle colors of the original; actually, each color sheet is fed through 
the press seven times, and the remaining pages of type alone are being printed 
by photo-lithography. The volumes will be bound in half-leather with 24 
carat gold stamping. Each phase of the production process will be done meticu- 
lously by master hand craftsmen. The price is $500.00. ($650.00 full leather, 
hand-bound edition.) 


THE CURRENT Dawson’s Book Shop “California Travels Series,’ The Cement 
Hunters by James W. A. Wright, has just been completed by J. Wilson McKenney 
at his Wilmac Press, San Mateo. Club member McKenney, who has operated 
his private press for some years, has produced an attractive book with hand-set 
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Bulmer and Linotype Caledonia, with illustrations by Margaret Atkinson and 
binding by Perry Davis. 


As A DELIGHTFUL EXAMPLE of private press experiences—mostly trials and 
tribulations—we have just received A Natural History of the Typestickers of Los 
Angeles, compiled from the letters of Wm. M. Cheney by Edwin H. Carpenter. 
The book was set in Intertype Waverly by Richard Hoffman, printed by The 
Castle Press, and bound by Ward Ritchie’s Silverlake Bindery. The introduction 
on Cheney by H. Richard Archer originally appeared in the News-Letter, 
Summer, 1957. Members will recall, therefore, that Will Cheney is both a 
perfectionist printer and an unusual individualist with unfathomable whimsical 
resources. We highly recommend this volume, especially to those interested in 
the private press. Published by The Rounce & Coffin Club at $7.50. 


Pony Express— The Great Gamble by Roy S. Bloss will be of particular interest to 
members in view of our present Keepsakes Series, ‘““Early California Mailbag.” 
This book, published by the Howell-North Press to mark the one hundredth 
anniversary of the Pony Express, presents readers with a scholarly and pleasant 
review of this romantic experiment which everyone knew would be doomed by 
the completion of the transcontinental telegraph line. The book is well illustrated, 
including ‘‘covers’’ of Pony Express envelopes used as end sheets. Price $4.50. 


MemBeErs who were unable to see the important exhibit of The Plantin Press 
at the Club’s offices, may write or telephone for a copy of the catalogue which 
Saul & Lillian Marks printed for their show. It is an excellent example of their 
handsome typography and fine craftsmanship. Also of interest to Plantin Press 
(and William Cheney) enthusiasts is The Plantin Press of Saul and Lillian Marks 
by Tyrus G. Harmsen, printed by Wm. M. Cheney and published by Dawson’s 
Book Shop. This little book gives a careful analysis of the founding, ambitions 
and outstanding success of The Plantin Press. The Marks’ have consistently 
held to the contention of Lawrence C. Wroth that “The good printer respects 
the text that comes to him as a creation of the human spirit; he works with all 
his knowledge, with all his taste, and with the best tools and materials of his 
time to embody that creation in appropriate form, keeping in mind the author’s 
meaning, the purpose of the book, and the convenience of the reader, striving 
to give the matter before him perfect typographical expression.” In fact, it is 
generally conceded that the Marks’ are among the top book printers of the 
country; and as the production is limited to what the Marks family can per- 
sonally handle, the work of The Plantin Press is being avidly sought by the 
discriminating collector. 


THE BREAD & WINE PRESS (Wilder Bentley, San Francisco) recently issued 
Oranges, nine poems by Richard McBride. This tall, thin pamphlet was hand- 
set and cleverly decorated by Victor Wong’s engravings in various colors; 
an effective example of private press printing. But we would like to criticize 
the brevity of colophons in the works produced by private presses. The collector 
of the examples of fine printing is, ipso facto, deeply concerned with details of 
production; and all too frequently he feels frustrated with colophons which do 
not furnish such information as type face (hand-set or the machine composition) ; 
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printing process (type of press, such as hand, cylinder, platen), name and kind 
of paper; when illustrated, medium and printing process; the number of 
copies issued; binder; name of designer and printer. 


To MARK the April Roxburghe Club dinner honoring Carl I. Wheat, James W. 
Elliott and Carroll T. Harris issued an important and attractive pamphlet, 
The Published Writings of Carl Irving Wheat, compiled by George L. Harding, 
with an appreciation by George P. Hammond. The list runs to 114 titles, 
comment enough on Mr. Wheat’s erudition and vigor, and amazing consider- 
ing his unusually active life in the profession of law and public service. His 
monumental contribution on the history of the West is, of course, the five 
folio volumes (three have been completed and published) on 1540-1867, 
Mapping the Transmississippi West. 


THREE BOOKS recently published by John Howell Books and designed and 
printed by Lawton Kennedy are notable contributions to both Western 
Americana and to the world of printing and design: 

The San Saba Papers, translated by Paul D. Nathan and edited by Lesley 
Byrd Simpson, is an important addition to the history of the American South- 
west, the Apache and Comanche nations, the Franciscan Fathers, and the 
Viceroyalty of New Spain. The text is in red and black throughout; the type, 
14-point Estienne; the paper, Linweave Early American; bound in vermillion 
cloth; title in gilt stamped on spine. 

The Laws of Burgos of 1512-1513, edited by Lesley Burgos Simpson, are thirty- 
odd laws for the government and treatment of the Indians, which ‘“‘will give 
the student of American history a glimpse into the thinking of the mediaeval 
churchmen and jurists of Spain.” This exceedingly handsome volume is bound 
in natural linen-colored cloth, gilt stamped with the arms of Ferdinand and 
Isabella, and printed on Early American Text paper. The text is in black, red, 
and blue—the black being Granjon type, and the red and blue, Civilité. The 
title is an interpretation of German Fraktur. 

Malaspina in California, by Donald C. Cutter, is the account of the Spanish 
exploration and scientific investigation in California by Alejandro Malaspina 
in September, 1791. The book is featured by nineteen of the first illustrations 
made in California, most of them signed by José Cardero, the unofficial artist of 
the expedition. Four color reproductions of birds are notable among the illustra- 
tions. This volume is bound in full decorated cloth, and the paper is Early 
American Text. The type is Granjon and Tudor Black, the latter being the best 
synthesized version of Spanish Round Gothic. 


SEVERAL PERSONS have pointed out that one of the items on The Allen Press 
Bibliography in the Spring News-Letter is in error. The First Californiac, pub- 
lished in 1942, was one of an edition of two hundred and twenty-five copies, 
not twenty-five, as was stated. 


THE RAMPART PRESS (John and Barbara Beecher, Scottsdale, Arizona) has been 
issuing a series of hand-set, well-designed, and colorfully illustrated books of 
contemporary poetry. Price $1.00 per volume, or $3 for a group of four. 
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For book collectors: An indispensable item 


An Encyclopedia 
of the Book 


By GEOFFREY ASHALL GLAISTER 


This unique, authoritative reference work contains over 2600 articles 
and definitions, alphabetically arranged, explaining the terms used in 
papermaking, printing, bookbinding, publishing, book collecting. Bio- 
graphical sketches, notes on schools of illumination, famous manu- 
scripts, private presses, booksellers, collectors, printing societies, literary 
prizes—all are encompassed in one 500-page volume, fully illustrated, 
including color and gravure. 


At all bookstores $17.50 


THE WORLD PUBLISHING COMPANY 
Cleveland and New York 











THE SAN SABA PAPERS. An eye-witness account of the famous 
San Saba Massacre of 1758 on the Texas frontier. Edited by Lesley 
Byrd Simpson. $12.50 


THE LAWS OF BURGOS of 1512-1513: ROYAL ORDINANCES 
FOR THE GOOD GOVERNMENT AND TREATMENT OF 
THE INDIANS. Translated and edited by Lesley Byrd Simpson. $7.50 


MALASPINA IN CALIFORNIA by Donald C. Cutter. Illustrated 
with plates in four colors of the first on-the-scene drawings of Cali- 
fornia. $17.50 


The above designed and printed by Lawton Kennedy. 


Published by John Howell Books 
434 Post Street 
San Francisco 2, California 
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If you like the Club’s 1960 Keepsakes you will want 


PONY EXPRESS... 


THE GREAT GAMBLE 
Detailed Maps — Appendices — Index — Many Illustrations 


A nostalgic tale on which there is much conflicting data. The author, 
Roy S. Bloss, has taken a vigorous stand for objective deduction as 
against sympathetic legend—his research has been exhaustive but 
fruitful. $4.50 


Thompson & West’s 
HISTORY OF SACRAMENTO COUNTY 


A facsimile of original 1880 edition (out of print since 1882) with a 
modern introduction by Allan R. Ottley. The book is folio size, 13 x 
1014”, printed in triple column—500 pages—238 illustrations—2 maps 
in full color. $17.50 


HOWELL-NORTH BOOKS 
1050 Parker Street Berkeley 10, California 
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Attention Civil War Buffs 


GENERALS IN GRAY—Lives of 425 Confederate Commanders, good read- 
ing, excellent and useful reference work. 448 pp. 424 illus. 1959 $7.50 


THE CIVIL WAR DICTIONARY — Handbook of facts on every aspect 
of the Civil War. Encyclopedic in scope. 1,000 pp. 4,000 entries. 86 maps and 


diagram. 1959 $15.00 
THIS IS THE SOUTH—Thitty-two authors from north and south, togeth- 
er for a new “Look Away.” 320 pp. Illustrated. 1959 $6.00 


CONFEDERATE INDIANS — General Stand Watie’s—by Cunningham. 
Traced are the backgrounds of the five civilized tribes, and an analysis of why 
the Indian chose to fight for the very land from which he had been driven. 
242 pp. Illustrated. 1959 $5.00 


MILITARY HISTORY OF THE CIVIL WAR— Re-issue of the Wood 
and Edmonds famous book. Large format, equivalent of 600 normal-size pages. 
abundant illustrations, some in color, 22 battle maps. A must for the Civil War 


collector. 1959 $15.00 


CONFEDERATE SOLDIER IN THE CIVIL WAR-—An exact facsimile 
of the rarest Confederate pictorial history. 480 pp. 962 illustrations. $22.50 


John W. Shleppey — Books 


2581 Macnoria Bivp. SEATTLE 99, W asHINGTON 
7 
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WE FHIAVE JUST ACQUIRED A 


rN i 
WV 1S a iG InN 
i BRARY 


A CATALOGUE WILL BE ISSUED SOON. 
IF YOU ARE NOT 
ON OUR MAILING LIST 


BE SURE TO SEND IN YOUR NAME. 


The Holmes Book Company 
EsTaBLISHED 1894 
Main Store: 274 14th Street, Oakland 12, TWinoaks 3-6860 
Store No. 2: 1722 Broadway, Oakland 12, HIgate 4-0792 
San Francisco Branch: 22 Third Street, San Francisco 83, DOuglas 2-3283 
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Printed at the Grabhorn Press 


